
This book is set during the Holodomor in a farming community near Kharkiv .  

Nyl is just trying to stay alive. Ever since the Soviet dictator, Stalin, started to take control of 
farms like the one Nyl’s family lives on, there is less and less food to go around. On top of bad 
harvests and a harsh winter, conditions worsen until it’s clear the lack of food is not just 
chance… but a murderous plan leading all the way to Stalin. 

Alice has recently arrived from Canada with her father, who is here to work for the Soviets… 
until they realize that the people suffering the most are all ethnically Ukrainian, like Nyl. 
Something is very wrong, and Alice is determined to help. 

Desperate, Nyl and Alice come up with an audacious plan that could save both of them—and 
their community. But can they survive long enough to succeed? 

Known as the Holodomor, or death by starvation, Ukraine’s Famine-Genocide in the 1930s 
was deliberately caused by the Soviets to erase the Ukrainian people and culture.  

Marsha Forchuk Skrypuch brings this lesser-known, but deeply resonant, historical world to 
life in a story about unity, perseverance, and the irrepressible hunger to survive. 

Presentation by Author Marsha Forchuk Skrypuch 
Her writings of two WWII Trilogies and Holodomor books has given her  

context and insight into the current genocide perpetrated by Putin & the effects of war. 

She will speak to this during her Presentation. 

On Wednesday, September 14th, 2022 from 11:00 a.m. to Noon  

Via ZOOM 

Link will be sent a day before.  No fee required 

Marsha Forchuk Skrypuch is a Ukrainian-Canadian children's    

writer who currently lives in Brantford, Ontario. She received a 

BA in English and a Master of Library Science from the University 

of Western Ontario, and began writing fiction in 1992. Her first 

book, Silver Threads, was published in 1996.  

We’re looking forward to having you join us 

https://www.barbaradickson.ca/

